








Nums. XXIV. 


The LOVE R. 


By Marmapuke Myrt tz, Gent. 





atime lies 


There dwelt the Scorn of Vice, and Pity too. Waller. 


cntiaiaiitily 





 Tiefday, April ro. 1714. 


RUE Virtue diftinguithes it felf by nho- 
thing more confpicuoufly than Charity 
towards thofe who are fo unhappy as to 
have, or be thought to have, taken a con- 

trary Courfe; it is in the very N@ture of Virtue to 
rejoice in all new Converts towards its Interefts, 
and bewail the Lofs of the moft inconfiderable Vo- 
taries. It would perhaps be one a Severity to 
make Conclufions of the innate Goodnefs of La- 
dies at a Vifit, by this Rule: Beauty, Wit and Vir- 
tue, in thofe Converfations, generally receive all 
the Diminution imaginable, and little Faults, Im- 
perfe@tions and Misfortunes, are aggravated not 
without Bitternefs. 

DiGina, tho’ the is commended for fingular Pru- 
dence and Oeconomy, appears in Converfation ne- 
ver to have known what it is to be careful. 

Decia, who has no Virtue, or any thing like it 
Bat the forbearance of Vice, cannot endure the 
Applaufe of Didina, Ladies who are impatient of 
what is faid to the Advantage of others, donot con- 
fider that they lay themfelves open to all People of 
Difcernment, who know that it isthe want of good 
Qualities in themfelves which makes People impa- 
tient of the Acknowledgment of them in others, 

Among the many Advantages which one Sex has 
over the other, there is nonefo confpicuous, as, that 
the Fame of Men grows rather more juft and cer- 
tain by Examination, that of Women is almoft ir- 
reparably loft by fo much as a difadvantageous 
Rumour. This Cafe is fo tender, that in order to 
the Redrefs of it, it is more fafe to try to diffuade 
the Afperfers from their .Iniquity, than exhort 
the Innocent to fuch a Fortitude as to negle& their 
Calumny. 

It fhould, methinks, be a Rule to fufpe& every 
one who infinuates any thing againft the Reputation 
of another, of the Vice with which they chargetheir 
Neighbour, for it is very unlikely it fhould flow 
from the Love of Virtue: The Refentment of the 
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Virtuous towards thofe who are fallen, is that of 
Pity, and that is beft exerted in Silence on the occa- 
fion, What thencan be faid to the numerous Tales 
that pafs to and fro in this Town, to the Difparage- 
ment of thofe who have never offended their Accu- 
fers? As for my part, | always wait with Patience, 
and never doubt of Hearing in a little time for a 
Trath, the fame Guilt of any Woman which I find 
fhe reports of another. It is, as I faid, unnatural . 
it fhould be otherwife, the Calumny ufually flows 
from an Impatience of living under Severity, and 
they report the Sallies of others againft the time of 
their own Efcape. How many Woman would be 


. Speechlefs, if their Acquaintance were without 


Faults. There is a great Beauty in Town very far 
gone in this Vice. I have taken the Liberty. to 
write her the following Epiftle by the Penny-Poft. 


Madam, 


cy Have frequently had the Honour of being ia 

* your Company, and fhould have had a great 
$ deal of delight in it, had you not pleafed to ini® 
* bitter that Happinefs by the unmerciful Treatment 
* yougive all the reft of your Sex. Several of thofe 
* I have heard you ufe unkindly were my particular 
* Friends and Acquaintance. {[ can aflure you all 


-* the Advantage you had above thofe you leffened 


© on thefe Occafions, was that you were not ab- 
* fent, for the Company longed for the fame Ops 
* portunity of {peaking as freely of you. Believe 
* me, your own Drefs fits never the better on you, 
‘ for tearing other People’s Cloaths. While you 
© are rifling every one that falls in your way, you 
* cannot imagine how much that Fury difcompofes 
. a own figure. You believe you carried all 
* before you the laft time I had the Happinefs to 
* be where you were. As foon as your Covfin 
* (whom you are too inadvertent to obferve does 
* not want Senfe) had mentioned an agreeable 
* young Lady which the met at a Vifit in Sobe 
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‘ Square, you immediately contradiéted het, and 
* told her you had feen the Lady, and were fo un- 
* happy that you could not obferve thofe Charms in 
‘her. Het Name, fays your Goufin, is Mrs. Dzi- 
© sett: The fame, faid you. Your Coufin replied, 
* She is Tall arid Graceful; you again with a Icorn- 
* ful Smile, She is Long and Confident: But, fays 
* your Kinfwoman, I cannot but think her Eye has 
¢ ‘a fine Languor; I don’t know, but the might, faid 
€ you, if one could fee lier awake, but that Slekpi- 
© nefs and InfenGbility in them added to her Ungain- 
* linefs, makes me doubt whether | ever faw her, 
* but as walking iti her Sleep. Well; but her Un- 
* derftandi he fomething in it very lively and di- 
© vetting; Ay; fays you, they that will Talk all, or 


© have Memories, cannotbut utter fométhing now - 


* and then that is paffable. YourCoufin feem’d at 
* alofs what to fay in {apport of one fhe had pro- 
© nounced to be fo agreeable, and therefore the re- 
* tired to the Lady’s Circumftances (fince you had 
* difallowed any thing in her Perfon) and faid her 
© Fortune would make up for all, for the had now 
* ten thoufand Pounds, and would; if-Her Brother 
* died, have almoft twoa Year. This too you 
* knew the contrary of, and gave us to underftand 
* the utmoft of her Fortune was four Thoufand, 
* arid the Brother’s Eftace had a very heavy Mort- 
* pibe, arid when cleired- ‘would riot be a neat 
, Thoufand a Year. Your Coufin, when you tock 
* fo much Pains to comrtadi& her Mifreprefentati- 
* ons, grew grave with you, and told you, Since 
* you were fo pofitive, you were the only one in 
© Town whodid notthink Mrs. Dalcezt, betides ber 
* being @ confiderable Fortune, a Woman of Wit, 
* that -danced gracefully, fang charmingly, has the 
* beft Mein, the prettieft manner in every thing the 
* did, that the had the leaft Affe@ation, the moft 

Merit, was——Upon which you, withthe utmoft 
* impatience, after ruffling your Fan} and riggling 
* in your Seat, as if you had heard your Mother a- 
* bufed, rofeup, and declaring you did norexpe& to 
* be allowed one Word tore in the Converfation, 
* fince. your Coulin had once’ got the Difcourfe, 
* left the Room. Your Covfin held the Lady 
* of the Houfe.from following you, out, and, in- 
* ftead of the Anger we thought her in wheh 
© you were in the Room, fell into the moft 
* violent Laughter. When fhe came to her felf, 
* the prevented what we were going to fay on the 
* Occafiorf, by telling us, there was no fuch Crea- 
* ture in nature as Mrs. Daulcett, that the had laid 
* this Plot againft you for fome Days, and was re- 
* folved to expofe you for that fcandalous Humour 
* of yours, of allowing no Body to have any toler- 
* able-good Qualities but your felf: You fee, faid 
* the, how fuddenly the made — from the 
* fort of Chara&ter 1 gave the Woman, affigning 
© the proper Imperfeion to the Quality in her ac- 
* cording to my Commendation. I think we faid 
* altogether, What, no fach Woman in the World? 
* What, faid the Lady’of theHoufe, the to be fo par- 
* ticular in the Eftate mortgaged, and all thofe Diflikes 
© to one fhe never faw, to one notin being, to.one 
* you (had invented!—-You may eafily imagine 
* what Raillery paffed on the Occafion, and how 
* you were ufed after fuch a Demonttration of 
* your Cenforioufnels, 


¢ | defire whenever hereafter you have the evit 
¢ Spirit upon you to leffen any Body you hear com. 
¢ mended, tothink of Mrs. Dulcett: If yu do not, 
« you may affure your.felf, you will be told of her; 
¢ Mthong Jour Acquaintance, wines y Oiie is 
* {poken ill of, Mrs. Dalcest is the Nord, and no 
‘ one minds what you fay after you have been thus 
¢ dete€ted. | advife you to go out of Town this 
* Seafon, go into a Milk Diet, and when you re- 
© tucn with Country Innocence in your Blood, I 
* will do Tiitice to your good Humonr, and am, 


Madam, 
Your moft Obedient, Humble Servant, 
Marmaduke Myrtle. 


me, 
“ 


' 


The painful manner Women ufually receive fa- - 
vourable Accounts of one another, thows that the 
Ill-nature in which this young Woman was de. 
teed, is not an uncommon Infirmity. But let 
every Worhtin know, fhe cannot add to her felf 
what fhe takes from another; but all that the be- 
ftows upon another, will, by thedifcerning World, 
be reftored ten-fold, and there can be no better 
Role or Defctiprion Gf a right Difpofition than 


this, 


There Sieh the Sere of Vice, and Piy #00. 


The Scorn of it, in Virtuous Perfons; ‘is. in refpe& 


to themfelves, the Pity in regard to others. 
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